
  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

S pec i es  a t  R i sk  Ac tS pec i es  a t  R i sk  Ac t   

pp rocessrocess  COSEWIC commissions a species status report (or any person 
may apply to COSEWIC for an assessment) (s. 21 & 22) 

Species 
referred back 
to COSEWIC  

for more 
information. 

Minister must 
explain why in 
public registry. 

Within 1 year of receiving a status report (s.23), COSEWIC assesses 
and recommends to Minister (s. 25) the classification of species 
as extinct, extirpated, endangered, threatened, special concern, not 

at risk or data deficient (reviewed every 10 years) (s.24) 

Governor in Council decides within 9 months of receiving 
COSEWIC assessment from the Minister if species is added to 

Schedule 1 of SARA (or if status is changed) (s. 27) 

Listed as species of special 
concern 

Listed as extirpated, endangered or threatened species 

Species is NOT added  
to Schedule 1 of SARA -  

Minister must explain  
why in public registry. (s. 

27(1.2)) 

Management Plan 
Sets out measures for conservation  

of species and their habitat 
(reviewed every 5 years) 

Requirements/timelines on next page 

Minister indicates within 90 days how s/he intends to respond to 
COSEWIC’s recommendation (s. 25(3)) 

Species IS added  
to Schedule 1 of SARA 

Recovery Strategy 
Determines feasibility of recovery; must include description of the 

species and its needs, and identify critical habitat to the extent possible, 
etc. - IF critical habitat identified, it receives protection as indicated 

below (reviewed every 5 years) 

Action Plan(s) 
Implements recovery strategy and identifies critical habitat to the extent 

possible if recovery strategy did not do so (reviewed after 5 years) 
Requirements/timelines on next page 

 

Prohibitions immediately protect (s. 32 & 33): 
(1) listed individuals and their residences on federal land 
(2) listed aquatic species and their residences anywhere 
(3) listed migratory birds (MBCA) and their residences anywhere 

Safety net protection (s. 34(2)) for:  listed species (& their 
residences) on provincial or territorial lands but only by order from 
Governor in Council 

Exceptions, agreements and permits on next page 

Emergency 
listing 

Minister may 
invoke an 

emergency 
listing based on 

his/her 
information (s. 
29) or that of 
COSEWIC (s. 

28) 

Protection for critical habitat on: 
(1) Federal land in a protected area:  prohibition protects 90 days after 
description is published in Canada Gazette (s. 58(2&3)) 
(2) Other federal land (including territories), and for listed aquatic 
species: protection 180 days after publishing in Public Registry, by 
federal law (e.g., s.11 agreement) or by prohibition by way of 
Ministerial order (s. 58(5)) or regulation (s. 59) 
(3) Private or provincial land: protection by federal law (e.g., s.11 
agreement), or by provincial & territorial law – otherwise by prohibition 
by way of Governor in Council order (s. 61) 

Minister forwards COSEWIC’s recommendation to the Governor in 
Council, consults with Canadians, and recommends whether or not 

to amend Schedule 1 to the Governor in Council (s. 27) 
 

Recovery IS feasible 
See requirements/timelines  

on next page 

Recovery NOT feasible 
See requirements/timelines  

on next page 
 

No prohibitions protect individuals of 
the species or their residences 

This document has been 
prepared for convenience of 
reference only, and has no 
official sanction. Official or 
more detailed information 
can be found in the legal text 
of the Species at Risk Act, 
available on the Government 
of Canada’s Species at Risk 
Act Public Registry: 
www.sararegistry.gc.ca. 
 



  

 

Contents of recovery strategies (if recovery IS feasible) – Section 41(1) 
If recovery is feasible, the recovery strategy must address threats to the survival of the species identified by 
COSEWIC, including any loss of habitat, and must include: 

(a) description of species and its needs 
(b) identification of threats to survival of species or to its habitat and a strategy to address these threats 
(c) identification of species’ critical habitat, to the extent possible, and examples of activities likely to cause 

destruction and a schedule of studies to identify critical habitat when information is inadequate 
(d) statement of population and distribution objectives and the research and management activities needed 

to meet these objectives 
(e) any other matters that are prescribed by the regulations 
(f) statement about whether additional information is required about the species 
(g) when action plan(s) will be completed 

 
Contents of recovery strategies (if recovery is NOT feasible) – Section 41(2) 
If recovery is not feasible, the recovery strategy must include a description of the species and its needs, an 
identification of the species’ critical habitat to the extent possible, and the reasons why its recovery is not 
feasible. 
 
Contents of action plans – Section 49(1) 
An action plan must include: 

(a) description of critical habitat, to the extent possible and examples of activities likely to destroy it 
(b) statement of proposed measures to protect critical habitat (including s.11 agreements) 
(c) identification of portions of critical habitat that have not been protected 
(d) statement of measures to implement recovery strategy and methods to monitor recovery 
(e) evaluation of socio-economic costs and benefits 
(f) any other matters that are prescribed by the regulations 

 
Contents of management plans – Section 65 
Management plans must be done for a species listed as special concern and for its habitat. Management plans 
must include measures for the conservation of the species. 
 
 
Timelines for the completion of recovery strategies (Section 42 and 132) and 
management plans (Section 68 and 133) 
 
NOTE: Timelines for action plans are not prescribed but must be set within recovery strategies. 
 
 

Schedule Species Status Completion of recovery strategy  
OR management plan 

Schedule 1 on June 5, 2003 Endangered Within 3 years (i.e. by June 5, 2006) 

Schedule 1 on June 5, 2003 
Extirpated or 

Threatened 
Within 4 years (i.e. by June 5, 2007) 

Schedule 2 on June 5, 2003 Endangered Within 3 years of being added to Schedule 1 

Schedule 2 on June 5, 2003 Threatened Within 4 years of being added to Schedule 1 

Schedule 1 on June 5, 2003 Special concern Within 5 years (i.e. by June 5, 2008) 

Schedule 3 on June 5, 2003 Special concern Within 5 years of being added to Schedule 1 

Schedule 1 after June 5, 2003 Endangered Within 1 year of being added to Schedule 1 

Schedule 1 after June 5, 2003 Extirpated or 
Threatened 

Within 2 years of being added to Schedule 1 

Schedule 1 after June 5, 2003 Special concern Within 3 years of being added to Schedule 1 

 
 
 
Exceptions – Sections 83 & 84 
Exceptions can be made for public safety, health, national security, land claims agreements, possession prior to 
listing, Aboriginal ceremonial, etc. 
 
Agreements and Permits – Sections 73 - 78 
ONLY issued for: scientific research, activities beneficial to species or when affecting the species is incidental 
to an activity (these permits do not exempt activities from the application of other legislation e.g., MBCA) 
ONLY if: reasonable alternatives were considered, impact is minimized and survival or recovery of species is 
not jeopardized. 
 
 


